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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the communication filed on 01/26/2001. Claims 1 - 
39 were received for consideration. No preliminary amendments to the specification 
were filed. Claims 1 - 39 are currently being considered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 7- 10, 12, and 19-23 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in 
improper form because a multiple dependent claim 6. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 
Accordingly, the claims 7-10,12, and 1 9 - 23 have not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim 30 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim 27 and 28. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 
30 has not been further treated on the merits. 

Claims 32 - 35 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim 30. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the 
claims 32 - 35 have not been further treated on the merits. 
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Claim 39 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim 38. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 38 has 
not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 11, 24, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As per Claims 1 1 and 24, the limitation "providing an estimate of the location of a 
device substantially as hereinbefore described" cause the claim vague and indefinite. 
The examiner is interpreting this limitation as "providing an estimate of the location of a 
device as hereinbefore described". 

The phrases "relatively shallow", "of the order of, "the order of about 5 mm", and 
"substantial portion", were held to be indefinite because the specification lacked some 
standard for measuring the degree intended and, therefore, properly rejected as 
indefinite under 112 (2). Ex parte Oetiker, 23 USPQ 2d 641 (Bd. PA&I. 1992. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 -6, 11, 13- 18, 24-29, 31 and 36-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Reed et al. (Patent No.: 6,275,707). 

Regarding Claim 1, Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an 
estimate of the location of a first device comprising the steps of determining the location 
of a separately housed, second device located near to the first device providing the 
location of the second device to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 1 5 - 
Column 5 line 55); and 

using the location of the second device as an estimate of the location of the first 
device, wherein the second device is arranged to perform a function based on its 
location other than providing its location as an estimate of the location of the first device 
(Fig. 3, 4 and column 3 line 6 - Column 4 line 67). 



Regarding Claim 5, Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an 
estimate of the location of a first device comprising the steps of determining the location 
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of a separately housed, second device located near to the first device; providing the 
location of the second device to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 1 5 - 
Column 5 line 55); and 

using the location of the second device as an estimate of the location of the first 
device, wherein the location of the second device is provided to the first device using a 
wireless communications link (Fig. 3, 4; Column 1 lines 1 5 - 40 and column 3 lines 6 - 
Column 4 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an 
estimate of the location of a device substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings (Fig. 1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 
line 55). 

Regarding Claim 13, Reed teaches and describes the combination of first and 
second separately housed devices for estimating of the location of the first device; 
wherein the second device comprises location determining means for determining the 
location of the second device and providing the location to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 
and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55); 

wherein the first device uses the location of the second device as an estimate of 
its location; and wherein the second device is arranged to perform a function based on 
its location other than providing its location as an estimate of the location of the first 
device (Fig. 3, 4 and column 3 line 6 - Column 4 line 67). 
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Regarding Claim 17, Reed teaches and describes the combination of first and 
second separately housed devices for estimating of the location of the first device; 
wherein the second device comprises location determining means for determining the 
location of the second device and providing the location to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 
and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55); 

wherein the first device uses the location of the second device as an estimate of 
its location; and wherein the location of the second device is provided to the first device 
using a wireless communications link (Fig. 3, 4; Column 1 lines 15-40 and column 3 
lines 6 - Column 4 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 24, Reed teaches and describes the combination of first and 
second separately housed devices for estimating of the location of the first device 
substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the accompanying drawings 
(Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55). 

Regarding Claim 25, Reed teaches and describes a device comprising location 
determining means to determine its location and a receiver for receiving location 
information from a source external to the device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - 
Column 5 line 55), 

wherein, in use, the device uses received location information as an estimate of 
its own location (Fig. 3, 4; Column 1 lines 1 5 - 40 and column 3 lines 6 - Column 4 line 
18). 
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Regarding Claim 29, Reed teaches and describes a device comprising a receiver 
for a wireless communications link for receiving location information (Fig.1 , 3-5 and 
Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), wherein, in use, the device uses received 
location information as an estimate of its own location location (Fig. 3, 4; Column 1 lines 
15-40 and column 3 lines 6 - Column 4 line 18). 

Regarding Claim 31, Reed teaches and describes a device comprises location 
determining means for determining the location of the device and a transmitter for 
sending information relating to its location to a recipient external to the device (Fig. 1 , 3- 
5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), 

wherein the device is arranged to perform a function based on its location other 
than sending location information to a recipient external to the device (Fig. 3, 4; column 
3 lines 6-44 and Column 5 lines 44 - 55). 

Regarding Claim 36, Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an 
estimate of the location of a first device comprising the steps of determining the location 
of a separately housed, second device; providing the location of the second device to a 
third device, separately housed from the first and second devices (Fig.1, 3-5 and 
Column 1 line 15 - Column 8 line 45); 

providing the determined location of the second device from the third device to 
the first device (Fig.1 ; column 3 line 6 - Column 4 line 67 and Column 6 line 5 - Column 
8 line 45); and, 
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using the determined location of the second device provided by the third device 
as an estimate of the location of the first device (Fig. 3, 4; Column 3 line 6 - Column 4 
line 67 and Column 6 line 5 - Column 8 line 45). 

Claim 2 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first device 
comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second device 
located near to the first device providing the location of the second device to the first 
device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15- Column 5 line 55), wherein the location of the 
second device is provided to the first device using a physical communications link 
(Column 1 lines 15-40). 

Claim 4 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first device 
comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second device 
located near to the first device providing the location of the second device to the first 
device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15- Column 5 line 55), wherein the location of the 
second device is provided to the first device using a wireless communications link 
(Column 1 lines 15-40). 

Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4 or 5. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first device 



Application/Control Number: 09/772,324 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2136 

comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second device 
located near to the first device providing the location of the second device to the first 
device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), wherein the wireless 
communications link is a Bluetooth link (Column 2 lines 20 - 65). 

Claim 14 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 13. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes the combination of first and second separately housed devices 
for estimating of the location of the first device; wherein the second device comprises 
location determining means for determining the location of the second device and 
providing the location to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 1 5 - Column 5 
line 55); 

wherein the location of the second device is provided to the first device using a 
physical communications link (Column 1 lines 15-40). 

Claim 18 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 16 or 17. Furthermore, 
Reed teaches and describes the combination of first and second separately housed 
devices for estimating of the location of the first device; wherein the second device 
comprises location determining means for determining the location of the second device 
and providing the location to the first device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 
5 line 55); 

wherein the wireless communications link is a Bluetooth link (Column 2 lines 20 

-65). 
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Claim 26 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 24. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes the combination of first and second separately housed devices 
for estimating of the location of the first device substantially as hereinbefore described 
with reference to the accompanying drawings (Fig. 1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - 
Column 5 line 55) comprising a transmitter wherein the device is arranged to send a 
request for location information to a recipient external to the device when the location 
determining means is inoperative (Column 1 lines 28 - 58). 

Claim 27 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 24 or 25. Furthermore, 
Reed teaches and describes a device comprising location determining means to 
determine its location and a receiver for receiving location information from a source 
external to the device (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), 

wherein the location determining means is a GPS receiver (Column 2 lines 20 - 

56). 

Claim 37 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 36. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first device 
comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second device; 
providing the location of the second device to a third device, separately housed from the 
first and second devices (Fig.1, 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55); 

wherein the location of the second device is provided from the second device to 
the third device using a wireless communications link (Column 1 lines 1 5 - 40). 
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Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 2. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first device 
comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second device 
located near to the first device providing the location of the second device to the first 
device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), wherein the physical 
communications link is a cable joining the first and second devices (Column 1 lines 15- 
40). 

Claim 15 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 14. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes the combination of first and second separately housed devices 
for estimating of the location of the first device; wherein the second device comprises 
location determining means for determining the location of the second device and 
providing the location to the first device (Fig. 1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 
line 55); 

wherein the physical communications link is a cable joining the first and second 
devices (Column 1 lines 15-40). 

Claim 28 is rejected as applied above in rejecting any of the claims 24 to 26. 
Furthermore, Reed teaches and describes the combination of first and second 
separately housed devices for estimating of the location of the first device substantially 
as hereinbefore described with reference to the accompanying drawings (Fig.1 , 3-5 and 
Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 line 55), 
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wherein the receiver is for a wireless communications link (Column 1 lines 15 - 

40). 

Claim 38 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 36 or 37. Furthermore, 
Reed teaches and describes a method of providing an estimate of the location of a first 
device comprising the steps of determining the location of a separately housed, second 
device; providing the location of the second device to a third device, separately housed 
from the first and second devices (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 1 5 - Column 5 line 55); 

wherein the location of the second device is provided from the third device to the 
first device using a wireless communications link (Column 1 lines 15-40). 

Claim 16 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 15. Furthermore, Reed 
teaches and describes the combination of first and second separately housed devices 
for estimating of the location of the first device; wherein the second device comprises 
location determining means for determining the location of the second device and 
providing the location to the first device (Fig.1 , 3-5 and Column 1 line 15 - Column 5 
line 55); 

wherein the location of the second device is provided to the first device using a 
tireless communications link (Column 1 lines 15-40). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Fischer (U.S. Patent No.: 5,659,617) Method for providing Location 

Certificates. 

Drane et al. (U.S. Patent No.: 6,275,705) Location and Tracking system. 

Vanttinen et al. (U.S. Publication No.: US 2001/0055394) Method for 
processing Location information relating to a terminal connected to a packet network via 
a cellular network. 

6, Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 or 

faxed to: (703) 872-9306 for all formal communications. 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pramila Parthasarathy whose telephone number is 703- 
305-8912. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00a.m. To 5:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




Pramila Parthasarathy 
June 12,2004 

' MZ SHEIKH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 21 00 



